The following letter was sent as an e-mail to Rahm Emanuel, a congressman and fundraiser for the Democratic Party.  He is alleged to be an influential member of the Democratic Leadership Council.  As I am not a constituent from his district, my opinions were not accepted.

Dear Mr. Emanuel,

The other night, I received a call from someone in St. Louis who tried hard to convince me that we need to get the Republicans out of Congress and replace them with Democrats.  I agreed with the first part of his statement, but it does not follow that electing Democrats is the answer.

I told him that when Democrats start acting like an opposition party, I will consider supporting them.  

Issues that are important to this voter are:

. Iraq:  Which Democrats in Congress have consistently opposed the war?  At what point did the rest start to turn against it?    Of those who still support it, how can they call themselves Democrats?

.  Accountability:  How many Democrats are on record supporting efforts (e.g. Conyers) to hold the President accountable and bring forth impeachment investigations?

. Civil Liberties:  How many Democrats in Congress support legislation like the Patriot Act?  How can they call themselves Democrats?

. Health care:  Nothing short of a single payer health care system would reinforce the notion that health care is a right, not a privilege based on financial assets or place of employment.

.  Middle East:  As one who grew up in an Orthodox Jewish family, I am appalled at the Democrats' support for the brutality of the Israeli army against the people of Lebanon as well as the Palestinians.  When will we stop arming Israel and play a genuine "honest broker" role?

There are many more issues that concern me:  campaign finance, corporate control of the media, the environment, etc.  Please know that I regard most Democrats in Congress with contempt because of their inability to take stands that differ substantially from Republicans.  That Democrats are just as beholden to their corporate sponsors as the Republicans also reinforces the notion that there's "not a dime's worth of difference" between the two parties.

Thank you, Congressman, for reading this statement.  As I told your caller, when the Democrats start acting like an opposition party (or even like Democrats!), then I may consider supporting them.

Respectfully, 

Marc Hoenig

Salt Lake City, Utah

